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I'm 100... and beautiful again!
IT may have been a cold and windy Sunday afternoon,
but the band was playing, the daffodils were nodding
and the crowds were loving it... it was a party in the park
to celebrate a facelift for a very special 100-year-old!

The recently restored bandstand in Wellingborough's Castle
Fields park reaches its centenary this year, and the council
teamed up with a local community group to organise a tradi-
tional concert to celebrate the historic occasion.

The 100-year-old bandstand hosted an afternoon of music at
the end of last month, performed by the Rushden Mission Band.
The Castle Fields Community Group came up with the idea of
the Edwardian-themed celebration to add an air of authenticity
to the event. Souvenir programmes were also be available.

Edeltraud Freund, chairman of the community group,
said: "The handstand's centenary is a momentous occasion
and we are celebrating with a traditional, community-led
event that's open to everyone.
The bandstand has been taken
to the hearts of the local com-
munity and this is an opportu-
nity for people to come along
and enjoy it in the way it was
designed."

The Castle Fields bandstand
was built in 1913 for around
£350. It hosted its first perfor-
mance on Easter Sunday and
quickly became a key feature in

NEVER mm
THE WEATHER:
The brrrilliant
band played to
the delight of
a large crowd
- more than
180 assembled
to listen at one
point.

the community. In more
recent years, it suffered
from vandalism and was
closed and shuttered in
2008.

Work took place last year
to restore the structure,
with the £75,000 specialist
renovation project funded
by money paid to the bor-
ough council from de-
velopers who built
flats and houses
nearby.

The band-
stand re-

opened in September last year
with a spectacular live music
event in the park. Following
the reopening, the Castle Fields
Community Group was set up
to encourage use of the park and
the bandstand.

Nina Taylor, project co-ordina-
tor from Wellingborough Council,
said: "Prior to the restoration, there
hadn't been a performance at the band-
stand for more than a decade and it was a real
shame that vandalism forced it to close and ef-

RESTOREO TO GLORY: 21st century TLC
has revived the 100-year-old bandstand,
for the community to enjoy. Below, as the
bandstand was back in 1925.

PARTY OUTFITS: Above, some of those attend-
ing got into the Edwardian spirit of the occasion.

&M.h T8 mm-, Edeltraud Freund and Heiner
Waechter (left) from the Castle Fields Com-
munity Group donned splendid outfits for the
birthday event. Below, coats and collapsible
chairs were the order of the day as crowds
gathered to enjoy the spring party, despite
the chilly weather.

fectively turned it into a derelict eyesore.
"The community was very keen for it to be used

again and the renovation was really successful. A
huge number of people came along to the reopening
concert. We are delighted at how the community has
taken ownership of the bandstand and we hope it's
that community spirit that will stop any antisocial
behaviour in the future. We hope it will continue to
be enjoyed, for the benefit of everyone, in the same
way it was when it was built 100 years ago."

Last month's centenary concert was funded by a grant
from Northamptonshire Community Foundation.


